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j& James Stephenson

James M. Stephenson

Liquid Melancholy
concerto for clarinet and orchestra
[2011]

(reduced orchestration: 2016)

Duration: approx: 16 min.
Instrumentation:

2222 - 2231 - t (doubling on perc)+1 - hp - str - Solo Clarinet

2 Flutes, 2 Oboes, 2 Bb Clarinets, 2 Bassoons
2 Horns, 2 C Trumpets, 2 Trombones, Bass Trombone, Tuba
Timpani (doubling on percussion)

Percussion (1 player)
Instruments needed:

mallets:
Chimes, Vibes, Orch. Bells (Glock.), Xylophone, Crotales

Percussion:

Cabasa, Claves, Triangle
Bass Drum, Tenor Drum, Snare Drum (sticks & brushes)
High W.B., Sus Cymb., Tambourine, ’
Ratchet, Slap-sticks

Harp, Strings

Solo Clarinet

Program Notes (from the composer):

In the early spring of 2011, as an effort to keep up with
I joined her in the enjoyable task of reading Ray Bradb "1 'had read it as a teenager myself,

corporated in that book!

One such phrase was "Liquid Melancholy" - wh ducing medication.

I knew right then that if | ever had the opportu itle, I would jump on it.

That opportunity came just a few mont ossman, director of the Contemporary Youth Orchestra
in Cleveland, asked to commission net concerto for Daniel Gilbert.

A consortium of three ensembles walqui ed, including Liza/CYO, the Midwest Young Artists

(John Bruce Yeh, soloist, and Allan tor) and the Portland Youth Philharmonic

et, and everyone for whom | was writing were terrific friends
id Hattner and | going back to high school days at the Interlochen Arts Academy).

s clarinet's ability to play such smooth and fluid lines, at all dynamic levels.
2d to highlight in this concerto. This is most evident in the 1st movement,
ngular lines, first introduced by the solo cello. For the melancholy aspect,
hing music: some deeply personal and intimate music, a chance for the soloist
reflect upon what I put out there. This is the 2nd movement.

vements are played without break - an accompanied cadenza followed

ht final scherzo.

I've always been fasc
This "liquidity'si

, Piccolo, 2 Oboes, English Horn, 2 Bb Clarinets, Bass Clarinet, 2 Bassoons
, 2 C Trumpets, 2 Trombones, Bass Trombone, Tuba,
i, 4 percussionists, Harp and Strings.

This new 'reduced' score was commissioned by the Lake Forest Symphony, to match their Bruckner 4 orchestration
for the concert, plus the addition of harp and one more percussionist.

It is with great pleasure that I dedicate this work to the consortium of three orchestras/soloists + the Lake Forest Symphony
for their belief in commissioning new music, and to Liza and Dan, for initiating the idea and premiering the work.

Jim Stephenson; January, 2017.

www.stephensonmusic.com



Co-commissioned by the Contemporary Youth Orchestra (lead member), Liza Grossman, director; the Midwest Young Artists, Allan Dennis, director;
and the Portland Youth Philharmonic, David Hattner, director. Soloists: Daniel Gilbert (CYO), John Bruce Yeh (MYA) and David Shifrin (PYP).
Premiere date: December 10, 2011. Contemporary Youth Orchestra, Cleveland, Ohio.
Reduced orchestration commissioned by the Lake Forest Symphony. 3
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Liquid Melancholy

Concerto for Clarinet and orchestra James M. Stephenson [2011]
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Liquid Melancholy - 1st movement
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Liquid Melancholy - 1st movement
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Liquid Melancholy - 1st movement
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