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Program Notes - Duo Fantastique (2007) - James Stephenson, 111

It is a composer’s treat when he is asked to write music for people he respects very highly.
Therefore, when Eric Berlin asked me to compose a new work for himself and Charlie Schigeter
with concert band for premiere at the 2007 ITG Conference, | readily accepted. The two so

Eric, who was a fellow student at the New England Conservatory, and Charlie, my tg ﬂ

NEC, are fabulous trumpeters, and great people. Hence the title, Duo Fantastique,
obvious choice.

After a brief rhapsodic introduction, the music shifts gears immediately to
simplistic tune, where the main theme is put forth by the two soloists. This i

I have been to many ITG Conferences, and have heard things done umpet er thought
possible (and 1I’m a trumpeter!); this perhaps being the expectation o inghe audience, |
thought I’d put a new spin on it, and start it off nice and easy!

The piece weaves through a few variations on the theme into a slower lyrical

beWfrom Mr. Schlueter and Mr.
ir “signature” in this section,
or musical inspiration.

Berlin’s trumpet playing. I also allow the two s
drawing on their respective initials, C.S. (or BR

The piece ends with the anticipated up-tegfpo musiegand is punctuated in the last couple

measures with an inside joke that Schlu ay remember from their lessons with
Charlie!

It has certainly been a delight to is Jyork for Charlie and Eric, and | would like to thank
the Charles Schlueter Fou ré port in the creation of this new work.

Jim Stephenson
May, 2007



Made possible by a generous grant from the Charles Schlueter Foundation.
Duo Eantastique
for Charles Schlueter and Eric Berlin
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L'istesso Tempo - Waltz
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