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The Devil's Tale

Story and Music by:
James M. Stephenson

Instrumentation:

Violin, Contrabass, Clarinet (A/B)), Bassoon, Trumpet, Trombone, Percussion (I player)
Solo Narrator. Options available for dancers, actors - staging.

Duration:

Music only: approx. 34 minutes
with Narration: approx. 45 minutes

Order of movements
* = complete production only

PART I

for Dance:

intro: Percussion solo (reprises ending of Stravinsky: "L'histoire du soldat")

I. Never Odd or Even
II. Live, O Devil, revel ever! Live! Do evil
III. Seven Eves
IV. Too hot to hoot
V. Three dances:
Cigar
Toss it in a Can
It is so Tragic

VI. Now, I Won

VII. *PART I Finale - (Three Dances repri

PART 11

VIII. Devil never even li&
IX. *Seven Eves (flepri

X. *Never Odd or Ev rt reprise)

ptional) *No, It is opposition
III. *Never Odd or Even (short reprise)

XIV. Now I Won (reprise)

solo: HA

duet: / AH

solo: HANNAH

solo: HANNAH
solo: JOE

duet: SAM, HANNAH

solo: SAM



Conductor's Score

The Devil's Tale

(sequel to 'L’histoire du soldat”)

Part |
The Devil's

. . Story and b
Solo percussion, BEFORE any narration: James M. s¢E

Percussion

h
Perc. I 8; -
On final loud drum-stroke, JOE wakes up to discover it was all just a M\ ext to him in bed, is his girlfriend,

HANNAH, who is a showgirl in Vegas. It’s already mid-afternoon, egas gerformers sleep late).

(Joe): It was all just a dream! It seemed so real, so true.

(Hannah) What seemed real? Hannah asked (waking up o
(Joe): The devil, the fiddle, and you as a princess - all of 1
(Hannah): (jokingly upset) So I’m not a princes

y my side; you won’t be lost?

(Joe, not looking at Hannah): Please tell me {1
Through thick and thin, no matter the cost.
Narrator: But Hannah has left th roo@r must resume...

[to music]

©2013, by Stephenson Music, Inc. and the composer. All rights reserved. Duplication by any means without consent is strictly prohibited.
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I. NEVER ODD OR EVEN
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(Joe): I need to get warmed up for the show. Big premiere tomi ow.

(Hannah): (not so enthused) Yeah, it’s great... but I’'m so
(Joe): I know, babe. Me too. Just trust me. See this thr

Narrator: Joe hesitates leaving the room, then cr
makes him grow cold. Unavoidably, he p

SS e thireshold; walking anywhere near the blackjack tables always
e of Sam Hill: a dealer, an agent, the devil.

(Sam): (with a showgirl on his arm - if g i Joe. Always good to see you. But never as nice as to see Hannah too.
She’s a good one, you know, quite th

(Joe): (obviously annoyed) Han
(Narrator: ever so slightly,
one show. You mus

One thing for sure, {fro

not taking Joe’s words too lightly). (Joe continues, facing his foe): We can all only star in
, your dream. No one else’s life to live, it would seem. (e pauses, changing the subject).
ou sure do like showgirls, don’t you?

(Sam): Wouldn’t be se ith anything less (winks again). And you? Come on now, confess.

(Joe): (ign qu?stion - looking at blackjack table) Why do you contribute to such sin? You sit here, all day, taking
ou’re a snake - and how you treat and own your girls (gesturing toward girl): all at what stake? (pause)
ieve. Have you ever really lived?

es, I’ve lived. (winks again, this time at girl) To have my life, what you wouldn’t give! As for the girls,
doing my civic duty. (gestures toward table) Care to place a bet, play a couple hands, maybe three?

icht, you quit - what was the reason?
(Joe): Civic duty - and a certain agreement...

(Sam): (an air of victory) Of course. (changing the subject) The new show: what’s the name again?

(Joe): Starts tonight: “Never Odd or Even”
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(Sam): Hmmm... Interesting name for a Vegas show. Tough to bet on that, though. (reflecting) Reminds me of a riddle,
something about which I used to fiddle: “Never odd or even. I prefer pi. On desserts, I stressed No! I prefer pi. Never odd or even.’

(Joe): What is that nonsense you believe in?
(Sam): Just something to consider, in case you lose something precious to a higher bidder.
(Joe): Whatever... I gotta go. Can’t wait to get out of this place - this hell-hole.

(Sam): You kidding? I love this place! Some day I will own it (Narrator: A smile washed across his face).

Narrator: Joe leaves the table, to warm up for the show. Hannah is already stretching, having arrived a few migmtes ag‘o.
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know that wherever Sam is, evil must loom.

Narrator: Sam pops his head into the roona Jo,

. he winks again, meant to offend). (to Joe):
ourbags quite yet, I feel. (Sam leaves, briefly)

(Sam): Well, hello Hannah, my friend.
Don’t forget our little deal. Too soon {@

(Joe): Trust nah, it’s all part of the design. (they hug)
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11l. Seven Eves

84 (suggested: 4+3)
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[Sam returns and knocks along with the final 7 notes in percussion]
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(Sam): (to Joe) Remember, our deal. Perhaps this would appeal. (Narrator: He hands Joe a deck of cards, who recoils at the sight.)

(Sam): all will be fine, if you play your cards right.

IV. Too Hot to Hoot

,,; Allegro (MM. o =c. 160)
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By CL

He leaves, limping. Joe witnesses it all, and the limp gives him an idea for the future]

[on the final jump of the dance, Sam hurts himself, and falls.

26

[if done without actors/dancers, narrator might say: By lucky stroke of chance, Joe notices Sam hurt at the end of the dance.

Watching Sam limp away, an idea strikes Joe for another day.]
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SCENE CHANGE

Sam is now dressed as billboard guy on street. Joe and Hannah are nearby.

Narrator: It is the day of the opening, and on the street is Sam, advertising for a show to compete: “Come see ‘Wicked One’ - thé®est s in
(Hannah): Why does he do this? I’m on his roster.

(Joe): He’s crazy. He’s a monster. Dammit, I’'m mad. We’re being maligned. I’m gonna go give that little boob a piecglof mygmind.

Narrator: Joe walks over to Sam in a hurry, each step increasing his fury.

L 4
(Joe): (to Sam) That’s it, ok, you win. I’ll play you for the girl - just say when. If I win, all contracts scrac\@annah and I leave for Tuls

(Sam): ahhh. gonna come back to the table, eh? Deal. One week from today, we play. %
Narrator: Joe returns to Hannah, not as quickly, deep in thought, looking somewhat sickly. 0
(Hannah): I can’t believe his foul play. This isn’t fair. What did you say?

(Joe): (regaining his confidence) Just letting him know that I’m not your average meone to be dealt with, you know.

SCENE CHANGE Q

“Never Odd or Even” staged for show.

Narrator: The time has arrived, everything in place. Everyo
Cast and crew, rehearsed and steady, the audience now i
The show has commenced, about 20 minutes in, Hann:

pared at furious pace.
d ready.
ers next to be danced.

@Q
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V. Three Dances
Cigar - Toss It in a Can - It is so Tragic.

Va. Cigar

273 Moderato (J:c.116)
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Important: Ending of 3rd movement

(It is so tragic) features big move/jump for dancer.
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SCENE CHANGE
back in hotel room

Narrator: It is later that night; they are back in their room, alone by themselves, out of costume.
The show was a big success, Hannah a star, nothing but good press. Joe begins to unravel his plan, slowly,
carefully, to be sure that Hannah understands.

(Joe): One week from tonight, at the table with Sam, I’1l play him in cards - allowing him the slam.
I will lose, again and again, as he grows ever more confident with each win.

That night, at the show - you will injure your foot. That final jump, in the last dance, come down hard,
make sure it ‘hurts’. You’ll be done, off the show. Sam won’t want you; he’ll pretend you’re someone
he doesn’t even know.

(Hannah): But Sam is my boss. He owns me. He won’t want the loss.

(Joe): Trust me. Sam won’t want you for keeps. He only dates working showgirls.
He’s one of the world’s biggest creeps. Make the injury a good one. Make it for real.
It needs to look like the leg is shattered from knee to heel.

SCENE CHANGE 0
Narrator: It is one week later. Joe and Sam play cards, Sam’s confidence incre reate
It is crucial that Joe succeed, in losing, of course, fueling Sam’s greed.

VI. Now,

(during the music):
(Sam): there we go, a king, a three,

. and an eight;
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(still during music) - and again! a jack, a two and a nine;

ah, yes, this is all going just fine...
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[rhythmically, with music: “Now, I won!”]
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(still during music) - Look at you, you’re getting redde

perhaps you should give up; might be better.

[rhythmically, with music:

“Now, I won! Now, [ won!”]
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VIL. Part I - Finale
-- Three Dances Reprise --
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I have lost. You get the girl. For me, this is my cost.
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(Joe): Fine. After the show tonight I will leave.

Clarinet in Bb
Trumpet in C
Percussion

Violin

e

e o
[ 7]
NN A aNaS

i

B .
|

he
il

I B ¥ P~

—

oo P g™
S

_—

.

e
"y B
@
==
ebe

o)

Ll

Do

1) g @
e ]

‘%

f—

&

o b

P&

—

T

obe,]

& ghe o
o o ool @

-

L
L

=

o

be
Al B/ ]
—
be
54

o e

pebe e,

»

be

| —]

P&

pizz.
be

| —

be
P&

Double Bass



The Devil's Tale - Part |

q
|Df
. »
A B A
an
1
~ ~t
9
AF\M ~t
N
L
7l Q o~ N
A [ YEE
e ol [ 18
Mg
[ B |w.r\ .
A ‘
N N T
[ YHAN
Y A
/] [
N
N e
L
o u o ~ N e N
o NEaY 2 e
5 55 B ) e o
_xixf '.KV\ an 'y
() %— LV;.M\ | . H e ‘\\-
il » || e
BN
! A L35
[ YARN L) L) < |
Y al i) e 2
( M 1~
N Y S oM
i
o
1 1 1 1
1~
~ \a\\ \ﬁvww
1~ h ~ ~ ~ ~
~ Aa\\ ~t ~t ~t ~t
<@/ =5 AU <] < < (o] <Ne |
<e/] <A <q | — o < Jm_ <Ne o\,
ol S ENGEIR (01 KR
il REN
OOOM i e .. iy ..
SN [ \ ﬁ ( aal \ N ﬂl
o g 2 £ g = e
prd = 5
A A 3 = ~ > [a}

> S & ® & b o>
i
G| G| G| (@B 2 G| G| Gl
Ry
<y N . fard fad TTT®A fad fard
(Yl =
Hﬂ A.P\- ﬁ AL.VP\- ﬁzJ [TTOA A.\-
va . Lol <Al & A L] <q & Ly
Nl <l L] <4 9]
¥
AN \-\L <A \.v\\ L) LI Y \gwg
>/unm- >fv\- TTT9A \Wa
Ly <A Lon L) <% L
g <A ; L) AP\.\H__
AL A#\ <A A.\\ L) <y Agwl
Aol Al A T AN
Er <M Loy L) <% Ly
g <A 1) A#\-\u_ %
>LH¢11 Agw\ <A A.\l L) M”\-\ Afﬁ\
AN | s AN A AN
M -« <Al B | 0L <ol
<A A v <4 8] S
>an1 ~ o~ \A-\ N o~ MIERS A.LLW_ N E|ph
al Y
EI.N
< Onl X 93T ol
<R ¢l o g—
e S R ol ! o
§ <@ K [ AN
¥ ¥
| ol (1!
o [y |
~t Cnl K 9 L
" E ==
| ol
|
(YEN n-\\ » ||
d [ i
TN

mf

55



P

—37
P w—
¥
Front o f

3=
o @ o @ g

=3

3
Cup Mute
| g W™
T ) ) .
I ] o

Lo p
™|

LA
T Phg @ [ |
[ TH¥g o | |
T A

g

fe,

ded o

—
doed o

The Devil's Tale - Part |

66
Cup M
L0 7

56 mf<f

-
o Lo -
o —

—3 2]

arco

& [ 11]
¥
7
7o T De

| hg” ]

m| Lazy (once again) .

T

y 4
[ fan Y

[Narrator speaks over music)
Narrator: It is again time for the show. Joe and Hannah are nervous,
Hannah on-stage, Joe, in the pit below.
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There can be no mistake; more than just two careers at stake.

el o
ﬁ\w/ o ] ] ] [ 1nNg
- e il
] N A [l
1l o & ] .?T# 1 ] ] u/ﬁ
—v | el (Y8
=] N N
.n K= ol < - - < -
o (YA N
RS _ _ i| |l
O [N & Ty M
3 T o ‘a N
m ase el @ X0 ce el @
Wiy
1 1
9]
o1l oIl o N\
NN
1 " |
A\
ol & ¢ v Wl s
+e
+e
{ THE. +a] LN
e
4 o
Gt
1 1 1 (YA . | i
i
ol
ol [
+e
+@ /]
AQ\\\ E ~t \|
] 1 ] & 1
.\\ ~
B =
ol
= = = Ll
1 %
: il :
] o 1 S
R== m
OHH
Sy A o~ A N A
NN e ﬁl \ NG ﬂl ( an \ K ﬁl
o] g 2 g g = =
& M m = L > a)

Joe is getting anxious in his seat; so far Hannah’s performanc
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on final jump, Hannah falls to the gr ny’...

Narrator: Hannah falls, hurt, a ff stage. Sam runs to find them, afterward, enraged.

But Joe finds Sam first, Joe a nlespaiy, while Hannah sits nearby, crutches against a chair.

(Joe): (quietly) C ulati annabh is all yours. I’'ll pack my bags, we’ve settled all scores.

(Sam): (angrily) ATC you kidding? She can’t dance anymore! She’s no good. Take her. Get out the door!
t awful place, that I don’t know what: Tulsa: night life, gin, a slut.

Narrator: iorg toward Hannah, on the final word. Hannah is obviously offended at what she overheard.
, and they run out of the hall. Hannah leaves her crutches behind, no sign of a limp at all.
he’s been tricked, by something even he couldn’t predict,

devise a scheme, realizing things aren’t always as easy as they seem.

TAG: After final text: ""things aren't always as they seem."
REPEAT rehearsal RRR to end.

END - PART I
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Narrator: Tulsa, Oklahoma. It’s the holidays. Time has passed, things have progressed a ways.
There is a small store-front, decorated in holiday decor. The store has a sign: “Lucy’s Fur”.
Joe and Hannah are walking downtown; Hannah humming loudly, happy at the new life they’ve found.
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IX. Seven Eves (reprise)

72

, and begins to miss life in the fast lane.

84 (suggested: 4+3)

Narrator: (during music) a travel ad for Vegas sits in the glass pane.

Joe looks at it
Andante J

5 B
= ood
m Q AA-\} (&Y
I Qll = = ] T i
R i S 2 NN ™ s
(4 ShE ol
||| s —. Tl
[ alll 3 m.m ] i 4l i o CalIW
[ LN Y m m W ,\ ¢ g ”\\
< L]
° I\ ‘ QL h w [e) o d | o1 e M
al 2|52 (il i
f s BB E wy 1y il m . m £ ol m
0 o il o o e o N ool o o St ookl
g = O
il ' SEIEE
Y =y £ 0 g I h QL > alt > Mm [ Qi >
— W .
OOc o 2 N_A m L AR i~ qruil .m i~ i~ [N
< 3 eh = il 1 N8 o
W 52 £5 Moo -
e 2l 2 N e &
2 = & ' w 2D ' Ol
2 3 | z |
(o ) d
o QL
Np 2 R ol ] : Oy
S m ] 1| % A T =2 |
O o o .Q wu L m
ﬁ g 2 ]| 5 g 2
— =1
« g L 2 = dlhi
. T 8 B 9
R o = 2 M 5 = Z
) e T .
Yl as= 3 il IR _ . ol
o o £ T
QL [ —
(1l m.bv B
o ol NTeA < NN Ol 1MW
A \ A . /| I [
% .
O ol (Y P r
Q VRN A = A L Al vy |
! < ] oy \éw{ 5 ] ]
] E\\ o~
O Qll r g ol
Agw A.\\\ QL] w NP 0 \2 XY
| o ] ol | h m 1
[\ Qi mb g |
e & | & / ° mf ] ] &
ny o ~1 ~ P el IW ~ <
5 w2
1 1 QL 2 1 5
g =
1 I 1 1 A " m 1 - 3
~ ~ ~t ~t M O ~t
s N ol o W o > QL
IR ™A s TP Vere TS (e Ml
n [i5ea sy K sy & ™ [iana ~ A#i
oyt en le en le LN ld arN le en \l
wn DV\D |DV\D |DV\D |DV\D |DV\D ﬁv Y
x len THes e THes [RLS N
3 AN ~e AN e AN o Ml o
ﬁl\ /nvd ﬂl\ an ,nvwd ﬁl\ ) LVP d
. . . 1 H <H
O g ‘ um Q = m 4Hn ELN EEN
2 & 5 = | ; AN
< © a = = Hh,ynm [ ﬁ ( ﬁ
5 e
g : 2




The Devil's Tale - Part Il

Narrator: Sam is now disguised as a woman peddler, dismissed at first by the couple as a crazy heckler.

‘He’ tries to sell Hannah some furs; she dismisses them, they show no allure. But then Sam offers something of note:
“With this fur purchase, two free tickets to Vegas” was the quote.

This is too much for Joe, he talks Hannah into the fur; Hannah takes the tickets, and puts them in her purse.

(Joe): I need some coffee. I’ll get you a cup too.
(Narrator: Sam and Hannah carry the transaction through. Joe returns, coffee in hand).

(Joe): Here you are honey, your favorite brand. (Narrator: Hannah, looking at the coffee, is obviously frustrated).

(Hannah): Did you forget, and get caffeinated? Joe, I can tell. (turning to Sam) Drinking this stuff is pure hell.
(still to Sam): You know the saying, to avoid trouble: “Lived on decaf, faced no devil”

Narrator: An argument ensues, and Sam leaves, smug with success, and content to deceive.

2
Joe also departs, to fix his mistake; Hannah is alone, and begins to think. ’\0

(Hannah): Maybe it is time, to try once again. [ believe dancing still lies within.

X. Never Odd or Even (reprise 0
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Narrator: Hannah is again approached by sguised as a talent agent, (up to another sham).

(Sam): Madam, I’'m Adam, and I have g Queed a new showgirl in Vegas - might be good for the coffers?
The show is called “Name No One i
You’d be the perfect lead, for sur

Narrator: Hannah is of co redysuddenly intrigued. (Hannah): Seriously? Can you level with me? Is this real or rigged?
(Sam): Yes it’s trugi(wi udence). But rehearsals start day after next. We must go now. No time to reflect.
(Hannah): Off we go, e can catch the next flight. I happen to have two tickets (motions to purse) - we’ll be there tonight.

ks zﬁead, and Hannah quickly jots a note: “Joe, hold on to this fur” she wrote.
ream, just as you said. This isn’t the life to be led.”

thereafter, finds everything and reads.

e throws down coffee and fur, not knowing how to proceed.

Narrator:
“I’'m fi
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XI. EVIL. A SIN, IS ALIVE
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Narrator: The scene shifts back to the strip; Sam in his element, having given Joe the slip. Time has passed.

Sam and Hannah are a couple, though somewhat miscast.
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Narrator: Joe has returned to Vegas to try to win Hannah back.

o

He’s been given the sack. Having quit the show, he’s off the list.
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Narrator: (during music)

Hannah is with Sam, of course,

basking in fame for which he is the source.

Joe watches them from afar, his heart still broken,
now beginning to scar.
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Narrator: A few days later, it is mid-afternoon; in a

=

, Joe spots Sam, not a moment too soon.

Narrator: Now disguised as a top casino o 7 Josno

(Joe): (Holding up a familiar deck of ¢ rofor a quick game?
(Sam): (too impressed to recogni S , what’s the aim?
play. Or are you too shy?

(Joe): Stakes are high. I ca&
(Sam): I’'m intrigued, fe Let’s see where this goes. I feel secure.

Narrator: They play. Jo

ons to Sam, inviting him over.

, and again loses some more. He offers Sam a drink, and then another four.

hmﬁd stop drinking, before going adrift.

No, tie it on. You haven’t lived.

e pours Sam another drink, the bets still rise. Finally he offers, looking right into Sam’s eyes:
e): I tell you what. I’'m out of dough. But, should I lose again, I can offer the casino.

Narrator: They play again, Sam eager for the keys. It’s only a matter of time, as he wins with ease.

(Joe): Here you go. The keys to my office. The door’s over there; no need to be cautious.
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XII1. Never Odd or Even (2nd reprise)
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Narrator: In his excitement of wealth untold, Sam runs to the door, barely controlled.
He struggles at the lock; the keys, (of course) being of the wrong stock. He fails to notice, while furious at the task,
the police coming, no questions to ask. Taken away, under police protection, he passes Joe and Hannah, glancing their direction:

(Sam): You tricked me, Joe. You caught me in your butterfly net. Beat me at my own game. You won the bet.
Evil did I dwell; lewd did I live. Alas, no devil lived on - can you ever forgive?

(Joe): You were a liar from the beginning. It’s all primeval. One can live not on evil. I get it now.
I had it all wrong. I prefer pi. Never odd or even: Had both backwards all along.

Narrator: (now turning to Hannah, more conscious of his thoughts): (Joe): I had it backwards, Hannah.

I got lost in spots. Looking for happiness, I kept running all over the place. All along, it was right in front of me,
in front of my face. I get it now - I was such a bother. We don’t have to be odd or even, one or the other.

We can have all the numbers, forever and ever; it’s like Pi - ending never. It may be irrational, but I prefer piaand this

*

hy:

*

(he takes her arms, and continues on, wanting to get it all out, before the moment is gone)

(Joe): No one knows what the future holds, but you can take hold of your future, be bold!
Sure, life’s a gamble, but we keep movin’ on. (pause) For sure I can tell you: Now, I won.
(Narrator: Joe repeats it again, a little slower this time. He wants his girl to hear three wor
“Now, I won” he says, “our lives have just begun”.)

, SO

(Hannah): Joe, let’s start anew. Tulsa, OK with you?
(Joe): OK with me.

Narrator: They leave the casino immediately. They have their bags in tomiglt

o

sty and hot outside, as they walk down the road.
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