-
J5 ‘ James Stephenson

SCORE

Brave Hea rt@ ‘

for string orchesS\
G Stephenson

—Ytephenson

Musir

www.stephensonmusic.com



Brave Heart - ][or string orchestra.
l)g ]ames M. S{epllenson

Notes from the composer:

Brave Heart was commissioned by the Deerpath Middle School (Sarah Truding, director) in the spring of 2013,
and completed on August 21 of that year. This piece is important to me because:

1) DPM commissions a new work every two years, which | believe to be a fantastic experience for the yo
2) My daughter Kate - a cellist - happens to be a 7th grade student at the time of this commission, so she

When | was asked to write the piece, | subsequently went into the school to meet with the students tgfisk them
might like to have in a new piece. Some of the answers | received included:

Auxiliary percussion
Stormy
Windy/Fog/Strobe lights X3
Adding different art elements / cross curricular

Different sections of the string orchestra could be different characters in thegsto

War - bows as swords

Give all sections interesting parts

Taking these into consideration, along with the mascot of DPM being tha idea for Brave Heart was conceptualized.
However, rather than reveal what my piece is about (I will admit ic), | have decided to submit the piece as s,
and let the students come up with the story to go along with j

Please email me at Composer]im@gmail.com to find ou at or the piece, if you desire.

Performance notes:

1) Per the students' wishes, there is jonal tambgfirine part. | would suggest that this be used; however, it might only be
p g8 H )4

m and sound-control are very important to its execution.

=d by the entire section, if preferable; however, | like the idea of it being a solo.

2) The cello solo at letter D coul
3) Two observations for letter |:

the local high
parts are Y,

banda parts could either be ignored entirely, or used according to each situation's needs.The
aving been scored in B> or C, and are merely for treble or bass instruments.
ate an option for 'acting' by the students. Once the story-line is decided, the sections can then

) Pla dbandon. Have fun!

Stephgiison, August 21,2013
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